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SPECIAL THANKS to our Sponsors: 

 Prison Fellowship & OSL            

Collaborators 

 Guideposts Magazine 

 Zanios Family 

 1697 Foundation 

 Many cookie bakers 

 Many anonymous donors 
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Western Women’s Correctional Facility 

02-11-17 

Asset Survey Comments 
 

What did you learn about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets© 

that you can apply to your daily life?                                      

1. Communication. 

2. Support. 

3. Communicate. 

4. You need good support from family and friends and a good attitude. 

5. Family support. 

6. It needs frequent views. 

7. Haven’t read the whole paper yet. 

8. Great help. 

9. Spending time at home is important. 

10. Placing trust in yourself and do my best on getting Ashlee to  get things done for when she gets out 

and to look at the big picture in all things. 

 

What assets do you think were strengthened today? 
1. Relationships. 

2. Family commitment. 

3. Family support and family communication support of other grownups, grandparents, independent in 

raising children. 

4. Community values youth and community programs. 

5. Religious community and other. 

6. Support. 

7. The family. 

 

Which assets do you think are strongest in your family? 
1. Family support. 

2. Love. 

3. Unity. 

4. Bonding, caring and responsibility. 

5. Parent involvement in schooling, religious community, caring, integrity and honesty. 

6. Positive values. 

 

Which assets do you think you would like to work harder on in your 

family? 
1. Positivity. 

2. Planning and decision-making. 

3. Positive identity. 

 



 

Additional Comments 

1. Thank you. 
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The 1st Wings Family Day at the new Western Women’s Correctional Facility was held on February 11, 
2017, in Grants, NM.   
 
There were 27 inmates who were cleared to attend the Family Day on February 11, 82 family members 
cleared, and there were 25 volunteers who signed up to volunteer for the Family Day.  The volunteers 
came from 22 different churches and were from Albuquerque and Grants. 
 
The staff at Western were waiting for us and helped us quickly enter the prison.  Wings Founder Ann 
Edenfield Sweet was ushered into the meeting room where the ladies were waiting for her.  Ann did a 
training about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets© which teach ways to cut at-risk behaviors.  The 
women were very interested in learning how to strengthen their families and it was a productive training. 
 
The volunteers did a great job of helping set up for the Family Day, including covering the tables with 
plastic bags so the children and inmates could decorate heart-shaped cookies with frosting and favorite 
colors of sprinkles.  Platters of homemade cookies were filled, grocery bags filled with 10 plates, cups, 
napkins, pencils, placemats and Asset forms.  Other grocery bags were filled with newspaper, a paper 
plate, and recycled paper in anticipation of decorating each inmate as a “Human Valentine” near the end 
of the Family Day. 
  
Ann Edenfield Sweet led the family members and volunteers in mixer games where people started to get 
to know one another, and family relationships were already being strengthened.  Everyone enjoyed 
talking to one another and discovering favorite Valentine traditions, finding out where people were from, 
and then tarps and balloons were brought out and teams competed to see who could bounce their balloon 
the highest.  At the end the children competed to see who could pop their balloon the fastest.  Everyone 
had fun before the Family Day even officially started!   
 
Chaplain Ron Cooper opened the Wings Family Day in prayer. Ann, volunteers, and some of the ladies 
and their children helped lead the group in singing.  The first song was “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side 
stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, 
He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in the mood to have a great time and realize that this WAS 
fun and that everyone WAS going to have a great time.  Next the children came up and helped Ann do 
motions for “Lord I Lift Your Name on High” and the last song was “Jesus Loves Me”.  Everyone was taught 
to sign as well as sing the song, and then Navajo leaders sang one verse in Navajo of “Jesus Loves Me” 
while everyone else did the signing.  It was a beautiful way to end the music part of the Family Day. 
 
The Bible story was Noah and the Ark.  Noah was picked, along with his family members, the inmates 
became the “ark”, the “doves”, “turtles” and “rainbow” were picked and everyone else became the “wind 
and the rain”.  Noah built the ark, all the animals came rushing onto the ark, except the very slow turtles.  It 
started to rain and soon everyone was calling out to the turtles to quickly get on the ark.  Finally the turtles 
got on the ark and then everyone experience 40 days of rain.  Finally the rain stopped, the doves flew out 
and brought back a green leaf, and then God fulfilled His promise by sending the beautiful rainbow, 
reminding us that He will never forsake us.  The slow turtles were also reminded that even if we are slow 
like the turtles, God will always wait on us and welcome us.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama.  
 
Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that Wings For 
LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and returning citizens.   

1st Wings Valentine’s Family Day  
Western Women’s Correctional Facility 
Grants, NM 
February 11, 2017 
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Next the ladies went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved decorating the cookies with lots of frosting and many kinds of sprinkles.  They also made 
special Valentines for loved ones, bookmarkers and butterflies. 
 
While the inmates had alone time with their children, Ann, and other ministry leaders, had time to share 
about the history of Wings, church programs available to families in Albuquerque, and the Thresholds 
Mentoring Program.  Calvin Robinson, NM Director of Religious and Volunteer Programs, talked about 
prison religious programming and what NM’s goals were for the ladies. The Warden talked about the 
programs available to the ladies at Western and the vision corrections has for the female inmates.  The 
families were very appreciative of the prison staff’s sharing and welcoming them into the facility like they 
did. It was a meaningful and special time for everyone. 
 
Soon the room was turned into a dining room.  Circles of 10 people enjoyed the pizza, had plenty of 
delicious homemade cookies to eat, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each circle.   
 
Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  A bag of recycled “junk” was used to decorate 
each inmate as a “Human Valentine”.  Everyone participated in decorating their special “Valentine”, and 
soon the room was filled with gorgeous “Valentines” with wings, halos, hearts, and all kinds of interesting 
decorations. Great fun was had by all! 
  
The Family Day closed with everyone holding hands in a large circle around the room.  The Chaplain asked 
everyone to bow in prayer and we were reminded that Christ was born and also died for each and every 
one of us. It was a special, uplifting Family Day, where joyous hearts joined together for great fun and 
fellowship.   
 
Church flyers, Guideposts magazines, books and materials from Operation Starting Line collaborators, 
1687 Foundation, The Vivian Foundation, and Testify World were also distributed to everyone. Valentine’s 
Day had come early to Western and all participants at the 1st Wings Family Day at Western Women’s 
Correctional Facility. 
  
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the Family 
Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
Special thanks to all the cookie bakers!  Everyone loved the homemade cookies and especially the heart-
shaped cookies they were able to decorate! 
 

I came to the Wings Family Day today because:  
1. To spend time with my Mom and brothers and sister. 
2. I wanted to spend time with my Mom. 
3. I wanted to have a fun time with my kids and Mom. 
4. I provided assistance in the gym. 
5. Work related. 
6. My Mom, sister and nephews came. 
7. Spend time with my daughter. 
8. To spend time with family. 
9. Volunteer. 
10. My daughter, who is incarcerated, asked me to come. 
11. To oversee the program that I helped the chaplain set up. 
12. I had to work it. 
13. I have a chance to see my children. 
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14. To spend time with my mother. 
15. I wanted to see my sister-in-law. 
16. I love families spending time together smiling and spending time talking about ways to succeed. 
17. To serve. 
18. I wanted to see my family. 
19. I volunteered to work. 
20. It is the best opportunity for the grand-children to spend time with other children. 
21. I would like to give Ashley a big bear hug. I haven’t kissed or hugged her. 
22. I could visit with my Mom and try a new experience.  
23. Bring our kids to try to visit with their Mom. 
24. To visit family. 
25. Enjoy working with inmates and families. 
26. My daughter invited me, to spend time and explore her likes and dislikes here.  
27. I wanted to see my brother and my Mom. 
28. My sister, now I get to see her. 
29. I came to see my Mom. 
30. We enjoy helping. 
31. I’m a volunteer, and I believe in the Wings’ program. 
32. I came to see my Mother. 
33. To bring grandchildren to visit their mother, my daughter-in-law. 
34. See my Mom. 
35. To see my Mom. 
36. I wanted to spend some quality time with my family. 
37. To see my sister. 
38. I want to help women to see their self-worth and to bring families together. 
39. To see what Wings was all about and see my beautiful sister. 
40. I hadn’t seen Mom in a while. 
41. To visit my daughter Sheryl. 
42. To help. 
43. To be a family. 
44. I knew we were going to have fun and to see my sister. 
45. To be with my sister. 
46. I came all the way from Lupton, Arizona to be with my daughter. 

 
The highlights of the Wings Family Day for me were: 

1. Program of Noah and the balloons. 
2. Seeing and eating with Mom and sons. 
3. Group activities. Pizza! Family time! 
4. The Noah Skit! 
5. Uniting family. 
6. Spending time with my nephews. 
7. Bible story. 
8. Pizza. 
9. Seeing the inmate/children interaction. 
10. Getting to spend special time with my daughter. 
11. The children smiling and laughing with their mother. 
12. Seeing family involvement. 
13. The hugs and kisses from my kids. 
14. Watching my grandkids happy to see their mother. 
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15. Seeing my sister-in-law smile. 
16. The drama, the arts and crafts, decorating cookies and the games. 
17. The children and families interacting. 
18. The opportunity to spend quality time with family. 
19. The food and the balloon toss with the tarps. 
20. Seeing the children interact with their mothers. 
21. The play. 
22. Getting to see my wife. 
23. Seeing my kids and husband. 
24. Fun activities. 
25. My family. 
26. Family 
27. Praying. 
28. Making cookies. 
29. Meet new people. 
30. Seeing families greet each other and observing the hugs. 
31. Listening to the chaplain talking to inmates. 
32. Making bracelets. 
33. Having fun with the costumes. 
34. Playing with the children and seeing families reunited with their loved ones. 
35. Seeing my Mom smile when she saw my sister. 
36. Family. Pizza. 
37. Bible teaching, the leaders, the love they show. 
38. Balloons and the play. 
39. Everything was really nice. 
40. The songs. 

Correction officials should continue to allow Wings Family Days in prisons because: 
1. So we can be close to our family and that we still care for them. They’re not forgotten. 
2. Bible studies and pizza and seeing my family close. 
3. It is a simple, guided day that encourages inmates and allows them to spend time with their friends 

and families. 
4. It gives great opportunity to interact and do something fun together. 
5. Allows the mothers to spend family time with their kids. 
6. It provides necessary interaction for inmates and their families. 
7. Agreed. 
8. It is great for the kids to come and spend time with family. 
9. We can spend time with our loved ones. 
10. Brings family together. 
11. It helps with family bonding. 
12. Family time and support is very important. 
13. Reunification of family and inmates. 
14. It allows family interaction. 
15. To keep spirits of inmates going strong and communication open. 
16. It allows inmates to continue the bond between families. 
17. It helps the inmates to know that they are loved. 
18. We want inmates to stay out of prison and become productive citizens. 
19. It maintains the connection between children and parents and families. 
20. A wonderful blessing which allows us to see and appreciate our families and the facility. 
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21. First time at this event so yes, a continuance because the kids had fun. 
22. The children need to be able to touch and hold their mothers. 
23. It gathers our families together and allows us to visit more freely. 
24. It brings families together. 
25. Means a lot to inmates - especially families. 
26. It makes an inmate realize there is a future out there besides being in here. 
27. We get the closer and comfort and support of our family. 
28. It is great. 
29. It is a great thing for the families to see loved ones. 
30. To help the people to know Jesus. 
31. Life after discharge may have a better outlook on life. 
32. It is great to spend time with loved ones. 
33. It brings inmates and their kids together. 
34. So they see their Mom. 
35. Because even though people make mistakes, they deserve to see their family. 
36. It gives inmates something to look forward to and probably improves behavior. 
37. If it is, time to think about goals for future. Thank you for the great time, had lots of fun. 
38. It allows more interaction with people compared to regular visit. 
39. Positive influence.  
40. The joy the inmates were showing. 
41. It is fun and families have fun together. 
42. Family support. 
43. It helps the inmates and also the families. 
44. Good family support.  

I would like to thank Prison Fellowship, Guideposts Magazine, OSL Collaborators, 1687 
Foundation, the Vivian Foundation, Testify World, cookie bakers and other sponsors by 
saying: 

1. It’s very much appreciated. 
2. Keep up the good work. 
3. Thank you all for your hard work! This is the third time we have attended and it was the best so 

far. The smaller group contributed to that. 
4. Thank you very much. 
5. God bless you for working so hard to make this happen. 
6. I am most grateful for the opportunity for positive interaction with my family and others, thank you! 
7. You all did an outstanding job. 
8. Please come back. 
9. Good job – very on point. 
10. God bless you. 
11. Good job and God bless. 
12. Thank you again. 
13. I enjoyed the special time and I think my daughter enjoyed her family too. 
14. Thank you. May God bless. 
15. I appreciate the kindness. 
16. Good stories to learn from and to share. 
17. You all did a good job. 
18. Just to say thanks. 
19. Books are great! 
20. God Bless each of you. 
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21. Don’t stop doing what God has called you to do. 
22. I like to read. 
23. Thank you. 
24. See you next time and may Jehovah bless you always. 
25. God Bless. Keep up the great work. 
26. Thanks again. 
27. Have a wonderful day. 
28. Great choice. 
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